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determinism of Nature, the system of fixed laws, of
uniformities, of grouping and sequence, is itself the
work of spirit, the gathered fruit of its past victories ;
and yet its conservative inertness makes it the foe of
spirit, so far as it not merely retains past modifica-
tions but, in doing so, resists further developments,
yielding only to vigorous and reiterated onslaughts of
the will. Hence the complex character of our senti-
ment towards Nature, as towards something at once
blind as Night and intelligent as Divinity; cruel and
kind; coarse and tender; forceful and feeble; sublime
and ridiculous. In the physical world, taken as a
whole, we cannot, without blaspheming, see simply an
image either of God or of the Devil. If we would
find God we must take man and the world together
as one thing, and in this one thing learn to see Spirit
and Nature in conflict one with another, working out
the image of God, slowly and progressively, in the
whole and in every part.

2. EUCKEN'S GEISTESLEBEN

Eucken's Geistesleben is but an extension of Goethe's
artistic "objectivity" to the entire spiritual life. This
peculiar " objectivity" is quite unlike that sort of
crude realism, which strives (vainly of course) to
exclude every sort of subjective contribution from our
interpretation and presentment of Nature, in the idle
hope of getting at things as they are in themselves
and out of all relation to man. Yet it is no less
hostile to the subjectivism that would find the only
reality in the soul of man, and would value the objec-
tive world merely in relation to man and his feelings